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CLOUD STORAGE WITH 

"SKYDRIVE"

http://aztcs.org/
http://apcug.org/
http://tmug.com/
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Web location for this 

presentation:

http://aztcs.org
Click on

ñMeeting Notesò
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SUMMARY

You can use "SkyDrive" cloud 

storage to protect yourself from 

the losing data files and to 

access your data files on 

multiple computers, cell 

phones, and computing 

devices.



4

Live Demo of 

Microsoft's 

SkyDrive
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SkyDrive's Server Farms
Å Approximately 1 million servers for Microsoft 

services such as SkyDrive, Outlook.com, Skype,  

etc.

Å Server farms located in                                                

Santa Clara, California

Chicago (Northlake), Illinois                                                   

West  Des Moines, Iowa                                                  

San Antonio, Texas                                                          

Boydton, Virginia                                                  

Ashburn, Virginia                                                       

Quincy, Washington                                                   

Dublin, Ireland              

http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/officehours/2010/may/04/quincy-microsoft-server-farm-lands-no-9-largest-data-center-list/
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SkyDrive's Server Farms

ÅAll data files and folders 

that you store at the 

SkyDrive cluster of data 

farms will be stored in two 

locations for redundancy.
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REPORT CARD FOR "SKYDRIVE"

AMOUNT OF FREE STORAGE? 7 GB

UPLOAD AND DOWNLOAD ENTIRE 

FOLDERS?

Yes: You can upload data 

folders with "Windows 

Explorer" if the "SkyDrive 

Desktop App for "Windows" 

is installed.

You can download entire 

folders as zip files when you 

access skydrive.com with a 

Web browser.

NO KNOWN DATA SECURITY 

COMPROMISES?
Yes

ONLINE VIEW AND EDIT OF DOCUMENTS 

AND PHOTOS?
Yes

"WINDOWS STORE APP" FOR USE IN THE 

"START" SCREEN OF "WINDOWS 8"?
Yes



Server Farms Operated 

by Microsoft Contain 

Servers for "SkyDrive

Web Browser to 

skydrive.com

Internet 

Connection

Your Computer, Tablet, PDA, or Cell Phone
Ethernet 

or WiFi 

Adapter

SkyDrive Desktop 

App for "Windows.." 

or Mac "OS X 10.7+"

No Web 

browser add-on  

is provided by 

"Microsoft" 

since they use 

HTML uploads 

and downloads

"SkyDrive App" for 

"Windows 8" 

("Start Screen")



Web Browser 

to access 

skydrive.com

Your Computer, Tablet, PDA, or Cell Phone

accessing SKYDRIVE
Ethernet or 

WiFi 

Adapter

"SkyDrive 

Desktop App for 

Windows Vista, 

Windows 7,

Windows 8,                 

or Mac OS X 10.7+        

No Web 

browser add-on  

is provided by 

"Microsoft" 

since 

skydrive.com 

uses HTML 

uploads and 

downloads

"SkyDrive App" for 

"Windows 8" (for the 

"Start Screen")

Upload or download single files

Download entire folders as zip files

Cannot upload entire folders

Upload entire 

folders or single files

Cannot download 

entire folders or 

single files

Upload or or download single files

Cannot upload or download entire folders
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"SKYDRIVE DESKTOP APP FOR 

WINDOWS" ALLOWS UPLOADS 

OF LOCAL FOLDERS AND 

FILES TO THE "SKYDRIVE" 

SERVER FARM BY USING 

"WINDOWS EXPLORER" TO 

DRAG FOLDERS AND FILES TO 

C:\Users\<User Profile>\SkyDrive
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Report Card for "SkyDrive" (continued)

ÅIf you drag a local file or folder 

into                                              

C:\Users\<User 

Profile>\SkyDrive\

then the "SkyDrive Desktop App 

for Windows" will upload a copy 

of the file or folder to the 

SkyDrive server farm.
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Report Card for "SkyDrive" (continued)

ÅIf you delete a synchronized file 

or folder from the                                              

C:\Users\<User 

Profile>\SkyDrive\ then 

"SkyDrive Desktop App for 

Windows" will delete the 

corresponding file or folder from 

the SkyDrive server farm.
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Report Card for "SkyDrive" (continued)

Å For uploading, Start screen Internet 

Explorer 10 (= "Metro IE10" = 

"Windows Store App IE10") does not  

allow the upload of a folder: You can

only upload a single file at a time.

Å For uploading, the "Start screen" app

called "SkyDrive" does not allow

upload of a folder: You can only

upload a single file at a time.
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Report Card for "SkyDrive" (continued)

ÅFailure to display 3-

character file extensions 

for data files (at the 

"skydrive.live.com" Web 

site) can confuse the end-

user:
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ÅUsing a Web browser, you can 

download files or entire folders 

that are stored at the SkyDrive 

server farm.

ÅUsing a Web browser, you can 

upload single files to the 

SkyDrive server farm but you 

cannot upload an entire folder.
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From the Desktop of "Windows 

XP", "Windows Vista", "Windows 

XP", "Windows 7", or the legacy 

Desktop of "Windows 8", the main 

way to access your 7 Gigabytes 

of free storage at Microsoft's 

SkyDrive is by using a Web 

browser such as "Internet 

Explorer" or "FireFox":
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