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THE GOOD:

The bundled "compact.exe" utility in 

"Windows 10.." can help you free up 

3 to 5 extra Gigabytes of free space 

out of a cramped C: drive. Using this 

reversible feature, you might be able 

to rescue a Windows 8.. or Windows 

10.. C: drive that keeps locking up or 

blue screening.
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THE BAD:

If you use the bundled "compact.exe" 

utility in "Windows 10.." help you free 

up squeeze 3 to 5 extra Gigabytes of 

free space out of a cramped C: drive, 

it will slow down your computer.                                               

Been there--done that!
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THE UGLY:
However, during the mandatory semi-

annual "feature updates" (= "version 

updates") each year, your Windows 10.. 

operating system might be significantly 

slowed down by an unwanted/unneeded 

"compaction" by the compact.exe 

utility!!                

This unfortunate "gotcha" has happened 

to several of our computers. (We will 

show you how to undo this problem.)
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TOPICS

Å"Feature Update" ("Version Update)  

woes

ÅDetermine if the "Windows 10" is in 

the "Compact OS" state
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TOPICS (continued)

ÅUndo the "Compact OS" state of the 

"Windows 10.." operating system

ÅUse the "Compact" command to put 

the "Windows 10.." into the 

"Compact OS" state
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APRIL 2018 UPGRADE WOES
ÅAfter upgrading a "Windows 10 

Home" computer to version 1803 on 

April 30, 2018, the computer ran 

much slower than prior to the 

upgrade

ÅWe determined that the upgrade 

process had put the Windows 10 

operating system into the                        

"Compact OS" state
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APRIL 2018 UPGRADE WOES 

(continued)
ÅAfter we ran                                                      

Compact.exe   /CompactOS:never

inside an                                                                

"Windows Powershell (admin)" 

window, the slowdown of the 

computer was fixed and it operated 

at speeds similar to those 

experienced before the "April 2018" 

upgrade was installed 9
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DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE

ÅTo determine of "Windows 10" is in 

the compressed "Compact OS" 

state, run the following query:

10



11

DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 1:                                                         

Use the right mouse button to click 

on the "Start" button                                  

(or press "Windows" key + x                      

on the keyboard)
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DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 2:                                                   

A pop-up context menu will be 

displayed:
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DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 3:                                                         

Click on                                                    

Windows PowerShell (Admin)                  

or                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin):
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DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 4:                                                         

A                                                              

Windows PowerShell (Admin) 

window                                                          

or a                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin)                                

window will be displayed:
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DETERMINE IF "WINDOWS 10.." IS IN 

THE "COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 5:                                                         

Type or paste in                                      

Compact.exe     /CompactOS:query

and press the Enter key                                  

The query will tell you whether or 

not the Windows.. operating system 

is in the "Compact OS" state                                
19



2020



21

UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10"

ÅIf "Windows 10.." is in the                            

"Compact OS" state, you can undo 

the compressed "Compact OS" state 

(but use up about 3 Gigabytes of 

space on the C: drive) as follows:
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UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅStep 1:                                                         

Use the right mouse button to click 

on the "Start" button                                  

(or press "Windows" key + x                      

on the keyboard)

22



2323



24

UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅStep 2:                                                   

A pop-up context menu will be 

displayed:
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UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅStep 3:                                                         

Click on                                                    

Windows PowerShell (Admin)                  

or                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin):
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UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅStep 4:                                                         

A                                                              

Windows PowerShell (Admin) 

window                                                          

or a                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin)                                

window will be displayed:
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UNDO THE "COMPACT OS" STATE OF  

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅStep 5:                                                         

Type or paste in                                      
Compact.exe      /CompactOS:never                                

and press the Enter key                          

The compression of all files in the 

"Windows 10.." operating system 

will stop and all of these files will 

remain uncompressed from this 

point onward. 30
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE

ÅIf you are desperate for 3 to 5 

additional Gigabytes of free space on 

the C: drive of a "Windows 10.." 

computer, you can put "Windows 

10.." into the compressed "Compact 

OS" state (but slow down the 

computer) as follows:
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 1:                                                         

Use the right mouse button to click 

on the "Start" button                                  

(or press "Windows" key + x                      

on the keyboard)
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 2:                                                   

A pop-up context menu will be 

displayed:
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 3:                                                         

Click on                                                    

Windows PowerShell (Admin)                  

or                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin):
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 4:                                                         

A                                                              

Windows PowerShell (Admin) 

window                                                          

or a                                                                 

Command Prompt (Admin)                                

window will be displayed:
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PUT "WINDOWS 10" INTO THE 

"COMPACT OS" STATE (continued)

ÅStep 5:                                                         

Type or paste in                                      

Compact.exe    /CompactOS:always

and press the Enter key                                  

The compression process for all files 

in the Windows 10 operating system 

will start and all of the files will stay 

compressed from this point onward.
41

Compact.exe /CompactOS:always
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REFERENCES

Åhttps://www.windowscentral.com/how

-reduce-windows-10-footprint-your-

pc

Åhttps://www.anandtech.com/show/96

76/windows-10-feature-focus-

compactos

43

https://www.windowscentral.com/how-reduce-windows-10-footprint-your-pc
https://www.anandtech.com/show/9676/windows-10-feature-focus-compactos


44

AN EXAMPLE OF C:\WINDOWS 

BEFORE AND AFTER COMPACT 

SQUEEZE-DOWN

ÅSize of C:\Windows prior to 

compact squeeze-down:
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AN EXAMPLE OF C:\WINDOWS 

BEFORE AND AFTER COMPACT 

SQUEEZE-DOWN (continued)

ÅIn Windows 10.., you usually 

cannot get the size of the 

C:\Windows folder by right-

clicking on it so double-click on it 

to get into it:
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AN EXAMPLE OF C:\WINDOWS 

BEFORE AND AFTER COMPACT 

SQUEEZE-DOWN (continued)

ÅIf the ribbon bar of "File Explorer" 

is not displayed, click on the 

"Home" option of the top menu 

bar:
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AN EXAMPLE OF C:\WINDOWS 

BEFORE AND AFTER COMPACT 

SQUEEZE-DOWN (continued)

ÅClick on the "Select all" button of 

the ribbon bar of "File Explorer":
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AN EXAMPLE OF C:\WINDOWS 

BEFORE AND AFTER COMPACT 

SQUEEZE-DOWN (continued)

ÅAll of the files and folders inside 

C:\Windows will become 

highlighted:
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