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SUMMARY
ÅYou can use various models of 

wired USB Webcams to spy on 

your home(s), business(es), and 

pets. They can alert your cell 

phone and/or your computer 

when they detect motion.
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TOPICS
ÅWired USB Webcams

ÅSurveillance with Wired USB Webcams

ÅOption 1: Set up Skype to auto-answer                       

ÅOption 2: Use a video surveillance software 

program:

Ç "Yawcam"

Ç "Contacam"
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS

ÅMost "Wired USB Webcams" have a USB 2 

cable that must be connected to a USB 2 

port or USB 3 port of a computer

ÅOnly a few models of super-expensive 

Webcams have a USB 3 cable that must be 

connected to a USB 3 port of a computer
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

Å "Wired USB Webcams" get DC power from their 

USB 2 or USB 3 cable (so they do not require a 

separate AC power adapter)

Å16.4 feet (5 meter) limitation for "USB 2ñ cables 

that are not "active":                                                                                

"not active" means "USB 2" cables that have no 

electronic circuitry inside them (to clean up and 

repeat the digital signals)
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)
ÅFor many models of wired USB Webcams, 

active and powered USB 3 extension cables

connected to "USB 2" or "USB 3" ports of a 

computer can extend the total USB cabling 

distance between a computer and a wired "USB 

2" Webcam up to 62 feet.                                                                                      

Since the maximum length of an active USB 3 

extension cable is 32 feet, you will need 2 active 

USB extension cables in order to reach a total 

cable length of 62 feet. 8



WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅWe do not recommend the use of                             

active and powered USB 2 extension 

cables for  extending the total USB cabling 

distance between a computer and a wired 

USB 2 Webcam because they are too slow
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅThe 32-foot "Cable Matters" active USB 3 

extension cable has worked well for us:
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ACTIVE USB 3 EXTENSION CABLES

ÅThe "Cable Matters" USB 3 

extension cable works better 

when you also install an optional 

generic AC power adapter for it:
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

Å "Wired USB Webcams" and Webcams that are 

built into laptops and monitors are the only types 

of Webcam that work directly with online meeting 

services such "Skype", "Adobe Connect", 

"zoom.us", "appear.in", "Face Time", etc.                                                                                    
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅThe other types of  Webcams (Wi-Fi Webcams 

and cloud-based Webcams) do not work with 

online meeting services, at the present time                                      

(unless your use specialized interface software 

such as "Manycam" that can fool online meeting 

services into thinking that you have a wired USB 

Webcam).
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅAn example of a very popular wired USB 

Webcam:
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WIRED USB WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅThe Logitech model C615 has a threaded tripod 

hole in the clip assembly on it's bottom side.                                                                               

(Most wired USB Webcams do not have a 

threaded tripod hole.)

ÅThe Logitech model C615 does not have night 

vision capability.
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS

ÅBy themselves, wired USB Webcams are 

not smart enough to detect motion, record a 

video clip, and/or e-mail an alert to you

ÅTo use a wired USB Webcam for video 

surveillance, you have to use it with a 

separate software application program that 

does the following:                                           
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

ÅTwo options:                                                         

Option 1: Set up Skype to auto-answer                       

Option 2: Use a video surveillance software 

program such as Yawcam or 

Contacam
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-answer): 

ÅIf you wish to dial in remotely to look in on a live 

"Webcam" at your home or business:

ÅStep 1: Get a second "Skype" account (for your 

child, your cat, or your dog!)                                            
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-answer) 

(continued): 

ÅStep 2: Use this second "Skype" account to set up 

"Skype" to do the following:                                              

"Answer incoming calls automatically                              

AND                                                                                 

Start my video automatically when I am in a call 

AND                                                                                 

"Start Skype when I start Windows" 30



SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-answer) 

(continued): 

ÅStep 3: Set your active "Power Options" profile so 

that your computer does not go into "Sleep" or 

"Hibernate". 

ÅNow, you can use Skype to access your live 

"Webcam" using a computer, tablet, or some cell 

phones from anywhere in the world.
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-answer) 

(continued): 

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaYeI_NX3po

Åhttp://fieldguide.gizmodo.com/use-skype-and-a-

webcam-to-keep-an-eye-on-your-home-from-

1693771841

Åhttp://www.instructables.com/id/Remote-Security-

w-Skype/
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-answer) 

(continued): 

Åhttp://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-to-

set-up-147nannycam148-surveillance-with-

sky.html

Åhttp://www.supertintin.com/blog/skype-

recorder/skype-cctv-using-skype-for-your-home-

surveillance
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 1 (Set up Skype to auto-

answer) (continued): 

Åhttp://nanny-cam-

review.toptenreviews.com/using-skype-as-a-

babysitter-camera.html
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance 

software program):                                                         

Two free software programs:                             

"Yawcam"                                                                       

"Contacam"

35



SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance software 

program) (continued):                                                                        

FUNCTIONS OF A VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SOFTWARE 

PROGRAM:

V detects motion in the video picture,                                                                                 

V initiates a video recording for a specified time period, 

V store the video recording somewhere on your computer 

or on a local server device                                                           

V optionally alerts you by sending an email message 36



SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance 

software) (continued): 

Å If you install (or already have) a Webcam and you 

install the free "ContaCam" or "Yawcam" software 

programs into your "Windows.." computer, you can 

use the "Simple Mail Transfer Protocol" (SMTP) 

server of your email service to have "ContaCam" 

or "Yawcam" send photos of motion detection 

events to your cell phone, tablet, or laptop 37



SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance 

software program) (continued): 

ÅA moving person, object, or animal triggers the 

motion-sensing function of the "ContaCam" or 

"Yawcam" program in your "Windows.." computer. 

ÅThe "ContaCam" or "Yawcam" program begins 

recording still photographs and/or a video of the 

"motion detection" events. 38
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance 

software program) (continued): 

ÅWhen it detects motion, the "ContaCam" or 

"Yawcam" program stores these recordings 

as files onto a local hard drive that is part of 

your "Windows.." computer.  
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance software 

program) (continued): 

ÅThe "ContaCam" or "Yawcam" program immediately 

sends emails to any or all email accounts that you have 

including the ones that are inside your cellular phone or 

tablet device. 

ÅYou view the photos or video file attachments to 

determine what to do about the situation.
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance software 

program) (continued): 

Å "Yawcam" is available for free at                                         

http://www.yawcam.com/

(Do not click on the ad that is below the top-most 

banner. Click on "Download" on the left navigation 

bar instead.)                                                                                   

"Yawcam" only works with wired USB Webcams.
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SURVEILLANCE WITH WIRED USB 
WEBCAMS (continued)

Details of Option 2: (Use a video surveillance 

software program) (continued): 

Å "Contacam" is available for free at 

http://www.contaware.com/contacam.html

"Contacam" works with most wired USB 

Webcams.                                                           

"Contacam" works with some wireless Wi-Fi 

Webcams.
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